genesis and the side effects are reported to be mild and infrequent. 2 However, the mechanisms of action of gossypol are poorly understood3-7 and its genetic toxicity has not been thoroughly investigated.8-1' In this work we have studied the effect of gossypol on the induction of DNA strand breaks in cultured human fibroblasts and sister chromatid exchange (SCE) in human lymphocytes in vitro.
Materials and methods Gossypol- ac-tocopherol (100 ,mol/l) were added to the incubations (data not shown).
To study the persistence of the induced DNA breaks, fibroblasts were incubated with gossypol (20 ,ug/ml) 
